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The Santa Clara County Children’s
Health Initiative (CHI) is an
innovative effort to expand health
insurance coverage of children in
the county. CHI has two parts; the
first is a new insurance product,
Healthy Kids, which covers
children in households with income
up to 300 percent of the federal
poverty level who are ineligible
for the two major state insurance
programs, Medi-Cal and Healthy
Families. The second part of

CHI is a comprehensive outreach
campaign that finds uninsured
children and enrolls them in

the appropriate program. This
evaluation of the Santa Clara

CHI is funded by the David and
Lucile Packard Foundation and

is conducted by Mathematica®
and its subcontractors, the Urban
Institute and the University of
California at San Francisco.

Santa Clara Healthy Kids Program Reduces Gaps in Children’s
Access to Medical and Dental Care

by Christopher Trenholm (Mathematica), Embry Howell (Urban Institute), Dana Hughes (UCSF), and Sean
Orzol (Mathematica)

This brief presents findings from a survey of families with children enrolled in the Healthy Kids
program in Santa Clara County, California. Launched in January 2001 by the Santa Clara County
Children’s Health Initiative (CHI), Healthy Kids provides health insurance coverage to children in
the county with household income below 300 percent of the federal poverty level ($58,050 for a
Sfamily of four) who are ineligible for the two major state insurance programs, Medi-Cal and Healthy
Families. The vast majority of Healthy Kids enrollees are in households with income below 250
percent of the federal poverty level, low enough to qualify them for one of the state programs.
However, they are ineligible for the state programs because of their immigration status. This brief
provides a profile of these children and information on the impact of Healthy Kids on their medical
and dental care.

Who Are the Children Enrolled in Healthy Kids?

Since Healthy Kids began in Santa Clara County in 2001, the program has provided health insurance
coverage to more than 30,000 children. The program includes a comprehensive health, dental, and
vision insurance plan with monthly premiums from $4 per child to a maximum of $18 per family.
(Financial assistance is available to families experiencing economic hardship.) Enrollees choose
their own health care providers when they sign up and receive a wide range of benefits, including
preventive care; inpatient and outpatient services; vision, dental, and prescription drug coverage; and
health education services. Our research revealed the following about the children and families who
participate in Healthy Kids:

The typical child on Healthy Kids is between age 5 and 12, Latino, and in good health. Children
from ages 6 to 12 make up the largest proportion of Healthy Kids enrollees (44 percent). Children
under 6 represent a much smaller percentage (21 percent) because they are more likely than older
children to be born in the United States and be eligible for one of the state programs. More than 80
percent of Healthy Kids children are Latino, most from non-English-speaking households. Parents
report that the health status of one in six of these children is fair or poor, and seven percent of
Healthy Kids enrollees have been told by a physician that they have asthma.
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SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF
HEALTHY KIDS ENROLLEES SURVEYED
(HOUSEHOLDS WITH INCOME BELOW

250 PERCENT OF FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL)

Age Percentages
Oto5 21
6to 12 44
13to 18 35

Parent-Reported Health Status
Fair/poor health 16
Condition that limits usual activities 5
Asthma 7

Race/Ethnicity and Household Language
Latino, non-English-speaking 71
Latino, English-speaking 13
Non-Latino, non-English-speaking 8
Non-Latino, English-speaking 8

Family Composition and Parental Work Status
Two parents, both working 19
Two parents, one working 54
Two parents, none working 3
One parent, working 19
One parent, not working 5

Household Income
(Percent of Federal Poverty Level)

<100 53
100 to 199 39
200 to 250 8

Months Family Lived in Santa Clara County
at Enrollment

< 6 months 19
6 to 11 months 16
12 to 23 months 14
24 to 35 months 8
36+ months 43

Coverage During the Six Months
Before Enrolling in Healthy Kids

Uninsured (full six months) 63
Emergency Medi-Cal (any) 13
Private insurance (any) 16
Other insurance (any) 8

Healthy Kids children are predominantly
from two-parent working families. Three
out of four children enrolled in Healthy
Kids live in a two-parent household. Of
these children, nearly all have at least one
working parent. In total, more than 90
percent of Healthy Kids children live in a
household with a parent who is working.
Still, half are below the poverty line,
suggesting that parents may work in
low-paying jobs with few benefits.

Many Healthy Kids children have lived
in Santa Clara County for years. About
half the children in Healthy Kids come
from families who lived in Santa Clara
County for more than two years before
enrolling in the program, and 43 percent
come from families who lived in the
county for more than three years. Only
19 percent come from families who lived
in the county for less than six months
before enrolling.

Most Healthy Kids children were
previously uninsured. Nearly two-thirds
(63 percent) of Healthy Kids children
had no health insurance during the six
months before enrolling, and 48 percent
never had health insurance (not shown).
In addition, 13 percent of children had
only Emergency Medi-Cal during this
six-month period, which provides
short-term coverage for urgent health
problems only. Just 16 percent of Healthy
Kids children had private health insurance
coverage during the six months before
enrolling, while 8 percent had coverage
from other sources.
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